
inspections, it is important to give something back to this
organization that works so hard on behalf of the breeders."

The purchaser of the Mill Creek Stables breeding lot has
the choice between its three stallions, Kaiser de la Cour,
Millesime du Valy, and Sancho.  However, it is Kaiser de
la Cour who has been garnering the most attention - the
buyers of a donated breeding at a recent Canadian
Equestrian Team fundraiser were none other than Ian
and Lynn Millar.

Indeed, successful buyer Jill Burnell of Gray Fox Farm in
Petaluma, California, was thinking of the selle francais
stallion when she placed the winning bid, which ties the
auction record of $1,800 set in 2005.

"It was his jump that attracted me when I saw Kaiser de
la Cour's picture," explained Burnell who breeds exclu-
sively for the hunter market.  "I have 11 hunter mares,
and I am hoping to get a hunter from Kaiser.  I have heard
from friends in Canada that he has beautiful hunter
movement, except that he jumps the moon!  I am hoping
to get a top class hunter, but at the very least I will get a
horse that jumps well.  And Kaiser is just as cute as a but-
ton with his flaxen mane and tail.  I am very excited, and
very happy that the Canadian Warmblood offers this
service."

Imported from France, Kaiser de la Cour is by Verdi by
Narcos II, while his dam, Ulane de la Cour, is by Kayack.
He is currently posting clear rounds in the 1.45m jumper
division and preparing to enter the 1.50m ranks in
Wellington, FL, under the watchful eye of Olympic
Champion Rodrigo Pessoa.  Kaiser de le Cour proved his
performance ability early on in the Canadian Young
Horse Jumper Development Series, winning the $10,000
Five-Year-Old National Championship at Toronto’s Royal

Horse Show.  His accolades extend beyond the competi-
tion ring, however, as he was also named the Grand
Champion at the 2003 Canadian Warmblood Horse
Breeders Association (CWBHA) Stallion Inspection.

In 2005, Mill Creek Stables again claimed the Grand
Champion title at the CWBHA Stallion Inspection, this
time with Kaiser de la Cour’s half-brother, Millesime du
Valy, a chestnut selle francais stallion by Verdi by Narcos
II out of a Matador Du Bois dam.  Born in France in 2000
and imported by Mill Creek Stables as a three-year-old,
Millesime du Valy earned scores of 9 for his scope, tech-
nique, bascule, rideablity and gallop at the stallion licens-
ing.  Proving the testers right, Millesime du Valy went on
to be crowned the National Five-Year-Old Young Jumper
Reserve Champion at the 2005 CSI-W National Horse
Show in Wellington, FL, an impressive accomplishment
for a Canadian horse competing among America’s best.

The third breeding stallion currently standing at Mill
Creek Stables is Sancho, an Oldenburg stallion by
Skorpio out of a Continue dam.  Bred by Mill Creek
Stables, Sancho is also successfully competing in the
Young Horse program, having enjoying impressive
results in the Five-Year-Old Division in 2005 and qualify-
ing for the National Young Horse Finals at the Royal
Horse Show.

Located less than an hour southwest of Toronto, Mill
Creek Stables is one of Canada’s largest sport horse
breeding operations and sales barns, offering prospects
in a variety of disciplines to suit all budgets.  For more
information, please visit www.millcreekstables.com, 
e-mail: phenning@millcreekstables.com or call (519) 240-
6900.

Jennifer Ward
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with Jennifer Ward

Calgary, Alberta CAN – July 25, 2006 – There is a  star ris-
ing in the west and her name is Tamie Phillips.

When an  ambitious young rider decides to take a run at
entering the top ranks of show  jumping, more often than
not, their first step is to go out and buy a couple  of hors-
es in Europe Tamie Phillips took a different path -  a dozen
years ago she started a modest breeding program in
northern British  Columbia.  Defying the predictions  of
many members of the Canadian show jumping communi-
ty, she has reached the upper echelons with her own
homebred horses.

Of her current  Grand Prix partner Lucas, Tamie says,
“He’s a big old-fashioned horse that no  one believed in.
I’ve actually heard people say, ‘she must  be nervous

going out there on her Canadian bred horse.’  But  I’m not
nervous. I know my horse.” Proving her point, at the
Spruce Meadows 'North American' Tournament  held
from July 5-9, the pair earned a top ten finish in the
$50,000 Direct  Energy Cup.

In 2005,  following a move from her farm in northern
British Columbia to a 93-acre  property only a stone’s
throw from Spruce Meadows, Tamie Phillips appeared on
the show jumping radar screen, seemingly out of
nowhere. Winning the second of three legs in the Kubota
Cup Western Series and being named the overall Western
Kubota Cup Champion with Lucas, she also lit up the
rankings at Spruce Meadows with another homebred,
Starlet. The now twelve-year-old mare by Starman (who
many will remember as Anne Kursinski's grand prix
mount) carried Tamie to the Chrysler Leading Canadian
Rider Award at last year's Spruce Meadows 'Masters'

‘On the Canadian  Scene’
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Tamie Phillips and her home-bred CWHBA gelding,  Lucas, show off their winning form at Spruce Meadows. 
© 2006 Peter Llewellyn  
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Tournament. Her numerous and consistent  performanc-
es in 2005 even landed Tamie on the Canadian Show
Jumping Team short list.

This year,  Tamie and Lucas have continued their winning
ways in the 1.60 meter division  and, following their
exceptional successes at the Spruce Meadows 'National'
and 'Continental' Tournaments in June, they were named
as alternates for the Canada's World Equestrian Games
Team.  In addition, Jump  Canada recognized her achieve-
ments  by selecting Tamie as the ProChaps 'Athlete of the
Month' for  June.  “Stepping up to the 1.60 meter has been
a big move,”  says Tamie.  “You never know until you go
out there if you  are going to fall on your face.  It’s a bit of
a risk but  every time out Lucas has tried harder and got-
ten smarter.”

Tamie's  success is truly a family affair.  Her mother, Merle
Gardner, owns Lucas, a ten-year-old Canadian
Warmblood by Lucino Z.

“I’ve had a  lot of faith in this horse for a long time, but
you don’t go saying that to  everyone until you can go out
there and do it,” says Tamie.

In addition to defying the odds and holding his own
against the European-breds, Tamie says  Lucas has anoth-
er advantage that serves him well in the Canadian  cli-
mate.  “He was bred in northern BC, so the mosquitoes
don’t bother him!”

Tamie recalls  her first foray into the 1.45m division six
years ago.   “Warming up with people like Rodrigo Pessoa
and the Whitakers in the  ring, and kicking my little
Thoroughbred down to the fences, it occurred to me  that
maybe I need to rethink my plan here. I was already
breeding and I had done the research, but it really hit
home that if I were  going to do this, I’d need to breed
horses.  I have  definitely done it my way!”

Tamie has  always preferred to rely on her own hard work
and instincts and continues to  train Lucas and Starlet, as
well as the younger horses she has at home, on her  own.

Tamie does it her way, and  keeps the pressure on herself
to strive ever higher.  As the  final leg of the Kubota Cup
Western Series approaches, she claims she is “out  for
blood. We had one rail and finished fifth in the first  round
in Brandon,  Manitoba.  At  the second event in
Edmonton, I lost to Jonathan Asselin by  two-hundredths
of a second.”

When she competes in the Kubota Western Final at the
Twin Oaks Derby in Richmond, BC, next month, Tamie
will try to repeat  last year’s victory with Lucas, showing
everyone that she is no shooting star  that flashes bril-
liantly then vanishes, but one that continues to burn more
brightly.  And with her eyes focused in the middle dis-
tance,  she says that the making the Canadian Team for
the 2007 Pan Am Games is the  next milepost on the hori-
zon.  “If all goes well, that’s a  goal we should aim for.
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